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In 1865 ,English naturalist, Robert Swinhoe,
recorded a Pheasant-tailed Jacana
(Hydrophasianus chirurgus) in Kaohsiung, which
was its first record in Taiwan. In early days,
Pheasant-tailed Jacanas could be frequently seen in
Lotus Pond and ponds nearby walking in between
the water chestnuts (Trapa spp.). However, since
the development of the city and the reduction of the
habitats, Pheasant-tailed Jacana had gradually
disappeared from Kaohsiung.

In 2003, Kaohsiung City Government started the
project “Homecoming for Pheasant-tailed Jacanas” .
The project, proposed by the organization Wetlands
Taiwan and other green groups and used the
concept of “Wetland Corridor” and the methods of
ecological engineering, has transformed the
originally-planned traditional arts park into “Zhouzai
Wetland” . It successfully attracted Pheasant-tailed
Jacanas coming home to reproduce.
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Zhouzai Wetland, located in the Zuoying District of
Kaohsiung, is also a freshwater wetland, having Banping
Mountain and THSR Zuoying Station on the northeastern
side and Lotus Pond and Huantan Road on the west.
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Owing to the efforts to restore the habitat of jacanas, a
couple of jacanas came back to Kaohsiung and nested
successfully during the summer of 2005. This example
created the record of jacanas in Taiwan. So far there have
been around 10 jacanas staying in the only 9.1 hectare
land.

Zhouzai Wetland, with the express way in the vicinity
and two kilometers away from THSR, established the
model of rarely seen artificial wetlands built in a highly
developed city center.
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Getting here:

Address: No0.58, Huantan Rd., Zuoying Dist.,
Kaohsiung City 81354 (See map).

Public Transportation: Take the bus 38 or red 35
from Ecological District MRT Station (Red line) to
Garden Villa Stop, then walk through the elevated
Cuihua Road bikeway to arrive the wetland.

Wetland districts
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In order to maintain the precious ecological
environment as well as follow the wise use
principles to provide a location both for
environmental education and recreation, Zhouzai
Wetland is parted in 3 areas with different ways of
management:

1. Ecological conservation area: This area opens
only to researchers, educational purposes and
necessary works for habitat construction. It is
used as resting, feeding, breeding or nesting
grounds for creatures.

2.Environmental education area: Opened
conditionally for environmental education
activities, and simultaneously used as resting
and feeding grounds for creatures.

3.Information center: It offers information about
activities and knowledge of the wetland.

Hydrology

RUIKIRIRERARKREEE » KIREMMF |
RILICAIEERES AL  BEZE  ME - K
it RKERATZRS  REFLREERR
HOKBHINEE -

The water source of Zhouzai wetland is Lotus
Pond and from rainfalls. The water in Lotus Pond
goes into the wetland from the north, then passes
through its marshes, swamps, ponds, artificial
streams, and finally along the drainage on the
eastern side of Huantan Road, comes back to
Lotus Pond.
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According to the investigation between 2007 and 2016, there are 94 species of
birds, 77 species of butterflies, 34 species of dragonflies, and more than 500 species
of plants recorded in Zhouzai Wetland. It is not only home for hundreds of creatures,

but also the asset of ecological observation in Kaohsiung city (see table 1) . mEEEE()
Crested goshawk(ll)

(Accipiter trivirgatus)

Zhouzai Wetland is abundant in biodiversity. It is not only a stepping stone
connecting nearby mountains and parks but also a target habitat among the
Ecological Corridor in Kaohsiung. It really plays a very influential role as protecting the
biodiversity in the city.

=1 MMFRHMEZYIE Table 1. The important species at Zhouzai Wetland
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RE1EE%E Black—naped oriole(1)(Oriolus chinensis),
Pheasant-tailed jacana(ll)(Hydrophasianus chirurgus),
Endangered Common kestrel(ll)(Falco tinnunculus),

and Greater painted-snipe(ll)(Rostratula benghalensis)
vulnerable birds Mandarin duck(ll)(4ix galericulata),
Common pheasant(Il)(Phasianus colchicus formosanus),
Crested goshawk(ll)(Accipiter trivirgatus)

BE(®)
Mandarin duck(ll)
(Aix galericulata)

FRISHER ~ NBOK ~ ABS « FBESS
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Grey treepie (Dendrocitta formosae),

Grey capped pygmy woodpecker (Dendrocopos canicapillus),
Taiwan barbet (Psilopogon nuchalis),

Black—-naped monarch (Hypothymis azurea oberholseri),
Black-crowned night heron (Nycticorax nycticorax),

Little egret (Egretta garzetta),

White-breasted waterhen (dmaurornis phoenicurus),
Common moorhen (Gallinula chloropus)
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Other birds
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Golden birdwing(lll) (Troides aeacus),
AL % HE A Blue tiger(Tirumala limniace),
Common rose (Pachliopta aristolochiae),
Butterflies Crow (Euploea spp.),
and Common leopard(Phalanta phalantha)

dragonflies Peacock pansy (Junonia almana),
Plain tiger (Danaus chrysippus),
Tailless lineblue (Prosotas dubiosa)
Variegated flutterer (Rhyothemis variegata)
IKHD -~ 7KpnZE ~ KER ~ B8 - EEE
Water willow (Salix warburgii), =3
=LY Gt . v
Common putat (Barringtonia racemosa), SEEIEI)
Pongam (Pongamia pinnata) Golden birdwing(lll) ;
Plants ’ ) g
Flamegold (Koelreuteria henryi), (Troides aeacus) LB
Water snowflake (Nymphoides indica)
[EHEAR 2 - RIBF ~ KIEEA « TEIEAREE
FBIge *UHJJ(’J‘ EBl) « KEKEKRSF -
W e e Yellow ﬂametree (Peltophorum pterocarpum),
e NEUEL) Manila tamarind (Pithecellobium dulce),
Headache-tree premna (Premna serratifolia),
Host Jamaica vervain (Stachytarpheta jamaicensis),
and Creeping indigo (Indigofera spicata),

nectar plants Pipevine (4ristolochia spp.),

Blood-flower milkweed (4sclepias curassavica),
Daan hygrophila (Hygrophila pogonocalyx)

Jamaica vervain EFES
(Stachytarpheta jamaicensis)
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(lower) Jacana in non-breeding plumage
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02004F5E THEERA RS, T - ©2004, Taiwan Excellent Park and Green Space Award.
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Golden Quality Award.
©®2007, evaluated as wetland of national importance by
Construction and Planning Agency Ministry of the Interior.
©2012, certified as the environmental education site.

BEVE : SEEYZIEMEINALME  References: Taiwan Biodiversity Information Facility

Blue tiger(Zirumala limniace)

Blood-flower milkweed
(Asclepias curassavica)

Common pheasant(ll)
(Phasianus colchicus formosanus)
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Common moorhen
(Gallinula chloropus)

Q=1
Common rose
(Pachliopta aristolochiae)
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Yellow flametree
(Peltophorum pterocarpum)
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(upper) Juvenile Jacana
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(lower) Jacana in non-breeding plumage
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Plain tiger (Danaus chrysippus)

Manila tamarind (Pithecellobium dulce)
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Black-naped monarch
(Hypothymis azurea oberholseri)

Black-crowned night heron
(Nycticorax nycticorax)
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Black-naped oriole(l)
(Oriolus chinensis)
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White-breasted waterhen
(Amaurornis phoenicurus)

Taiwan barbet
(Psilopogon nuchalis)
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Variegated flutterer

(Rhyothemis variegata)
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Pipevine (Aristolochia spp.)

Creeping indigo
(Indigofera spicata)

ENEZEE Water snowflake (Nymphoides indica)

The bird family Jacanidae consists of 8 species,
among which in Taiwan only Pheasant-tailed Jacanas
(Hydrophasianus chirurgus) are recorded. They are the
only Jacanidae that can grow out conspicuous
plumage. Their plumage can alternate between black
and white in breeding seasons and turn back brown in
normal seasons.

Besides the unmistakable plumage, jacanas are
lightsome enough to walk on aguatic plants with their
especially long claws. Jacanas can often be seen on
aquatic plants. Therefore, there are also named “Water
Chestnut bird”, “Leaf Walker” and“Ling-po fairy”.

In 1989, considering the endangered, The Council of
Agriculture of Executive Yuan regarded
Pheasant-tailed Jacanas as 'Rare and valuable
species' as well as the second category of protected
species in Taiwan.

After the construction of Zhouzai Wetland in the
summer of 2005, it was an exciting news that a couple
of jacanas came back and bred four nestlings. The
news not only presented the success of the project
"Homecoming for Jacana", but also was an ecological
miracle in urban ecology.

Until today, there are about 10 jacanas steadily
brooding, breeding and nestling in Zhouzai wetland.
However, due to the limited area and lack of water fields
nearby, the growing number of jacanas is confined by
the carrying capacity. Consequently, new generations
spread out of Zhouzai Wetland to other wetlands
nearby. That is why traces of jacanas can also be found
in Yuanzhonggang Wetland, Niaosong Wetland, and
Dashu Old Bridge Wetland.



