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Abstract

This study focuses on the review of the rule of law and policy
advancement in Taiwan's offshore island areas. Addressing the unique
challenges of geographic isolation, limited resources, and fragile economic
and social structures of these islands, the study integrates three major
theoretical perspectives—multi-level governance, resilience theory, and
fiscal federalism—as the theoretical basis for analyzing the construction and
development of offshore islands. Using narrative inquiry, the study gathers
and interprets the perspectives and evaluations of key stakeholders including
central government, local administrations, legislators, and civil society
groups, revealing deficiencies in the existing legal framework and policies.
These limitations encompass the Offshore Islands Development Act’s
constraints in rights protection, allocation of fiscal resources, and policy
flexibility. The research highlights that multi-level governance emphasizes
coordination and cooperation among diverse stakeholders across central and
local governments, facilitating resource integration and place-sensitive
policy formulation; resilience theory underscores the ability of island socio-
economic and ecological systems to adapt and recover from external shocks,
aiding sustainable development strategies; fiscal federalism provides a
theoretical framework for fiscal decentralization and resource distribution
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between central and local governments, strengthening local fiscal autonomy
and flexible resource utilization. Finally, this research recommends revising
the legal system for Taiwan’s offshore islands, advocating the establishment
of a comprehensive Offshore Islands Basic Law, enhancing fiscal support
and policy flexibility, and promoting place-specific, sustainable island
development paths. This study holds theoretical and practical reference value
for island governance and policy design, contributing to the blueprint for

future legal and developmental frameworks of Taiwan’s offshore islands.

Keywords: Offshore Islands, Basic Law for Offshore Islands, Offshore
Islands Development
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