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Abstract

In recent years, our country’s efforts toward cultivating an integrity-
driven governance framework have gradually garnered international
recognition.  Successive achievements in various global integrity
assessments—such as ranking 25th in the 2024 Corruption Perceptions Index
(CPI), 15th in the Global Bribe Risk Index (BRI), and 6th in the Government
Defence Integrity Index (GDI)—have been notable. However, an exclusive
focus on numerical scores or rankings should not be the principal objective
of anti-corruption initiatives. Rather, ensuring that “reputation” aligns with
“substance,” thereby enabling citizens to perceive tangible improvements—
specifically, by minimizing corruption risks and curtailing the wastage of
public funds—ought to constitute the core of any integrity policy.

The recently concluded second review meeting of the United Nations
Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) national report likewise
emphasized effective practices aimed at aligning reputational gains with
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substantive results. By facilitating dialogues among international review
delegates, governmental agencies, non-profit organizations, and both
domestic and foreign youth participants, rigid legal texts and policy
frameworks were transformed into more accessible, relatable language. The
subsequent public disclosure of relevant information through traditional and
digital media channels helped bring integrity issues closer to the public,
thereby dispelling negative stereotypes formed through hearsay or
misinformation.

During that meeting, the review delegates explicitly voiced strong
concern regarding the current status of our Whistleblower Protection Act.
Notably, our country passed the Whistleblower Protection Act in 2024, and
will formally implement the relevant provisions this year (2025),
demonstrating the government’s commitment to safeguarding whistleblower
rights. They further shared New Zealand’s military experience in
establishing robust whistleblower protection mechanisms, providing
valuable reference points for our country and reigniting widespread public
interest in whistleblowing issues.

Based on this backdrop, the present paper seeks to examine the
“perceptions” and “realities” that have been shaped by long-standing
reliance on external scores and rankings. First, from an “internal-to-external”
perspective, it compares the “International Integrity Assessment Indices”
(names) with the “Current Status and Legislative Debates Surrounding
Whistleblower Protection Mechanisms in Our Armed Forces” (substance),
highlighting the actual discrepancies to prevent misunderstandings.
Subsequently, from an “external-to-internal” viewpoint, it draws lessons by
reviewing whistleblower protection practices in foreign military institutions
to inform evidence-based policy and legislative design in the future, thereby
striving for congruence between reputation and reality.

Keywords: United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC);
Government Defence Integrity Index (GDI); Whistleblower
Protection Act.
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